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We recently had a conversation with 
the FCC's Raymond A. Kowalski to determine 
the status of various FCC matters that im- 
pact the Amateur Radio Service. Ray is 
Chief, Special Services Division, FCC - Wash- 
ington, DC, and oversees the Personal Radio 
Branch of which the Amateur Radio Service is 
a part. The following are some of the key 
points we discussed... 


AMATEUR COMPLIANCE WITH THE RULES... 


Up until recently, Carol Fox Foelak was 
Chief, Compliance Branch, Special Services 
Division in the FCC's Private Radio Bureau. 
While minor radio rule infractions are re- 
solved by fines levied by the various FCC 
field offices around the country, serious rule 
violations - such as intentional interference - 
are decided in the Compliance Branch, Wash- 
ington, DC. Effective July ist, this staff 
office is being eliminated. 


"What we did was match our resources 
to our workload," Ray said. 
we were getting an increasing amount of work 
in the international area which is also in my 
division. Part of what is driving that is the 
Mobile WARC that is coming up in '87. The 
preparations for it are very extensive and 
there will be additional follow on work as we 
implement the various changes that will come 


(1\} out of that conference. Seeking to respond to 


that we found it necessary to adjust the staff 
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and apply them more in the_ international 
area." 


"To fill in and continue to do an effec- 
tive compliance job, we hope to compensate 
for that by placing an increasing amount of 
responsibility for compliance activity in the 
field offices. At the present time field offices 
as a matter of policy refer cases to the Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau for revocation proceedings 
in the instances of malicious interference." 


"what we will be doing in the future is 
answering malicious interference cases with 
monetary forfeitures - or in English, a fine. 
..eprobably on the order of a thousand dollars 
or more. We are still working that out with 
the field bureau. That will be our initial re- 
sponse to malicious interference. The Private 
Radio Bureau would not see those cases any 
longer unless we have repeated violators 
..people that got one or two large forfeitures 
imposed upon them and continued to operate 
in a violative manner. Then we would in fact 
apply some staff resources and begin a revo- 
eation proceeding. The initial response to 
malicious interference will be transferred to 
the FOB. After the first of July, Carol Fox 
Foelak will no longer have a compliance func- 
tion." 


"As to the VEC program, compliance 
matters would continue to be referred to the 
Private Radio Bureau, specifically to Johnny 
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Johnston (W3BE, Chief, 
Branch) for resolution." 


Personal Radio 


WEATHER SPOTTING, COLLECTION NETS.... 


The U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanie and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, National Weather Service (NOAA-NWS) 
recently sent out an official position memo- 
randum entitled 


Radio Spotters." 
The report, dated May 5th, was signed 


Projects Leader, Office of Meteorology, NWS, 
Silver Spring, Maryland. The various NWS re- 


gional offices recirculated the memo to their 
field offices around the country during mid- 
May. Several have found their way into ham 
elub newsletters. We have already had three 
copies sent to us. The text reads as follows: 


[Quote] "The following is a report 
which is a culmination of investigating the 


use of Amateur Radio Operators by the 
National Weather Services (NWS) field 
offices." 


"Since December 1985, we have coordi- 
nated with the ARRL (Amateur [sic] Radio 
Relay League), National FCC _ Broadcast 
Bureau/Rule Making Divisions, and NWS 
Regions to find solutions to the following 
problems: 


[1.] NWS use of "Amateurs" during severe 
weather 
[2.] NWS use of general weather reports 


from 'Amateurs'" 


"A number of amateur radio operators 
ealled WSH (Editor's Note: Could this stand 
for Weather Service Headquarters?) concerned 
that BC Docket 79-47, under review by FCC, 
"PROHIBITED' these activities." 


"According to an April 29, 1986, tele- 
phone report to me from Perry Williams, 
Washington, D.C., ARRL Representative, both 
problems will be solved by the following:" 


[1.] "FCC review of BC Docket 79-47 is 
complete and the old definition of Emer- 
gency Communications remains in effect: 
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"Any amateur radio communication directly 
relating to the immediate safety of life of 
individuals or the immediate protection of 
property.™ 


"This definition is relatively loose and 
permits NWS/Amateurs to continue doing what 
we have been doing for years; communicating 
by radio on the amateur band." 


[2.] "The ARRL will notify all amateurs to 
form weather hobby groups such as chess, 
stamp and communications groups — to dis- 
cuss and gather weather observations. They 
will pick a group leader to get the infor- 
mation to a NWS office by telephone or 
Pos 


"The amateurs will be told not (to) use the 
term official NWS observations or obser- 
vers while broadeasting on the amateur 
band. This would be in violation of the 
FCC rules. Since they are not infringing on 
any commercial data collections agency 
hired by NWS, they have no problem giving 
us the data their hobbyists collect." 


"The ARRL informs the NWS that they will 
answer any amateurs’ questions called to 
the NWS, concerning this situation." 


[3.] "Dialogue between the ARRL/NWS will 
coordinate a M.O.U. (Memorandum of Un- 
derstanding) between the two parties. The 
M.O.U. will not only support our position 
today, but give us a strong ally for future 
support with the amateurs." 


"This memorandum should put this 
matter to rest. If anyone has any problems 
call me at FTS 427-7884." [End Quote] 


Some of the contents of this memo is a 
surprise to many amateurs. The substance of 
the NWS memo appears to be that they do 
indeed want the assistance of amateur radio 
operators in reporting routine weather to 
them. This letter sets out a "grey area" solu- 
tion to the issue. Amateurs are encouraged to 
form weather hobby groups seemingly for the 


purpose of gathering routine weather observa- 


tions. Reporting of these findings to the NWS, 
however, is done by telephone or personal 
computer by a "group leader". I asked Ray 
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"l am a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer e 


rogram? If so, please send a copy ‘ 


under "The W5YI Report 


Kowalski what he knew about the NWS posi- 
tion, was it coordinated with his office and if 
not, did it conflict with the rules.. 


"| have not seen that report," Ray said, 
"and have not heard of it before. Part of that 
conflicts ...part of it doesn't. Amateur radio 
is not to be used for routine functions of the 
weather service. That is the existing rules. 
Reporting routine weather by phone is con- 
sistent with the policy. I would not say there 
is anything wrong with identifying a specific 
group of people ...amateur radio operators, 
who are interested in the weather as a hobby 
who communicate about this interest among 
themselves." 


ON FCC LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS.... 


I also asked Kowalski if there has been 
any interest in the Congress regarding the 
‘wish list' of 1986 Legislative Proposals sug- 
gested by the FCC earlier this year to Capi- 
tol Hill. The Commission suggested several 
changes that they would like to see - particu- 
larly in the VEC program. Among these were: 


[1.] Deletion of the conflict of interest pro- 
visions ...also removal of the so-called ARRL 
"Chinese wall" between the publishing and 
testing sections of the League as being un- 
necessary. 

[2.] Deletion of VE annual expense Certifi- 
cation and recordkeeping as being "an un- 
necessary paperwork burden" on VEC's and 
VE's. 

[3.] More effective laws governing malicious 
interference and... 

[4.] Increasing monetary forfeitures (fines) 
and legislation facilitating their collection. 


come from this and would appreciate it if you would publish our small classified 
ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation materials. Thanks! 


Ray said that as far as he knew, "Con- 
gress has not yet acted on any of these pro- 
posals. Once we transmitted our suggestions 
to Congress, our role ended. It is up to the 
individual members now to produce and foster 
a bill." 


ON VOICE PRIVILEGES FOR NOV 


"The comments are coming in from the 
amateur community and I have seen comments 
pro and con. I would say that even in terms 
of just the raw numbers that there is no clear 
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trend emerging." 


"l would say that you should see final 
rule making on Novice Class Enhancement 
sometime in the fall. Between the first of 


October and the end of December would be 
my best guess as to when something would be 
issued by the FCC on that." 


The FCC has proposed to allow VEC's 
to maintain the test question pool and to 
move up the date (from January 1, 1987) that 
VE's ean design amateur radio operator exam- 
inations above the Novice level. Test design is 
the process of selecting the appropriate num- 
ber of questions and their answers from each 
sub-element. 


"As far as action in that docket goes, it 
is 'possible' that something could be out be- 
fore the August recess," Kowalski said, "but I 
would not be surprised if it weren't. We (the 
FCC staff) are just about finished with that 
issue but it still has the usual review and cir- 
culation process ahead of it. That's why tim- 
ing is hard to predict. I doubt very much if it 
would come up on an agenda meeting. (It will) 
probably go on circulation." 'Circulation' is 
the process whereby each FCC Commissioner 
approves new policies independently as the 
paperwork 'circulates' through their offices 
rather than at an open Commissioner's meet- 
ing. 


ON LICENSE FEES FOR AMATEUR RADIO.... 


President Reagan signed the "Consoli- 
dated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1985" on April 7, 1986. The new law directs 
the FCC to "assess and collect charges at 
such rates as the Commission shall establish." 
The fees must bear some relationship to the 
FCC's eost of providing the service. The 
Commission has one year to implement the 
schedule of license fees. 


Certain services (such as licenses for 
local and federal Governments, Police, Fire, 
Highway Maintenance, Forestery-Conserva- 
tion, Public Safety and Special Emergency 
radio were specifically exempted from appli- 
eation charges. Contrary to popular opinion, 
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neither Amateur Radio, GMRS or the Citizens 
Band radio were exempted from the payment 
of license fees. 


Electronic manufacturers and others 
seeking equipment approval services will have 
to pay for this approval starting in 1987. 


Furthermore, the FCC will review their 
eharges every two years to adjust their fees 
to bring them into line with increases in the 
Consumer Price Index. Congress also autho- 
rized a provision for a 25% "late charge" with 
license revocation an option if the applicant 
does not pay any assessed charge or penalty. 


The 'loop hole’ in the law was a provi- 
sion for the FCC to waive or defer payment 
of any license fee charge "where such action 
would promote the public interest." I asked 
Ray Kowalski about license fees in the Ama- 
teur Radio Service. 


"Let's go into that a little bit," Ray 
suggested. "The way this works is that Con- 
gress has specified that there shall be license 
fees but has left most of the implementation 
of it up to the Commission. We are under a 
mandatory deadline to have a fee structure in 
place within a year of enactment of the legis- 
lation." 


"The next thing that is going to happen 
is a Notice of Proposed Rule Making will be 
issued which will propose to put the fees 
...the dollar amounts ...the services which are 
subject to fees and the like ...into the rules 
the way they used to be. There will be an 
opportunity for the public to comment regard- 
less of what the Commission proposes for the 
Personal Radio Services." 


"It is true that the area of Amateur 
Radio is not mentioned in the legislation. This 
means that it will be up to the Commission to 
decide whether there should be fees or not. 
My thinking at this time is that we will prob- 
ably not propose fees for the Amateur Radio 
Service in terms of license application fees. 


It is important to keep separate the 
expense reimbursement that VEC's are able to 
collect to defray the expense of giving an 
examination. That is really a totally separate 
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matter which will not come under considera- 
tion in the application fee rule making." 


"As to whether there will be application 
fees proposed for the Amateur Radio Service, 
I don't believe the Commission will propose 
fees for the Amateur Radio Service. The leg- 
islation clearly states that there shall not be 
any fees for non-commercial broadeast sta- 
tions. If that is the will of the Congress, I 
can not conceive that they would expect to 
see fees for the Amateur Radio Service. 


Moreover, the legislation specifically 
says there will not be fees for private Land 
Mobile Services which are in the nature of an 
emergency ...police, fire and things like that. 
Amateur radio has a strong emergency prepar- 
edness component to it ...another reason to 
believe that the Commission would not be 
anxious to seek to collect fees in this ser- 
vice." 


"What typically happens is that people 
get wind of the fact that the Commission has 
proposed fees — or in the case of the Ama- 


teur Radio Service, not to have fees — and. 


they write in saying you ought to have fees 
so that you can have a real strong enforce- 
ment program. 
that the fees don't go to the Commission to 
spend on the service that collected them, but 
rather they simply. go into the General Treas- 
ury. I would expect to. see something issued 
by the Commission on license fees shortly. I 
would not expect to see any fees on any of 
the Personal Radio Services ...but stranger 
things have happened." 


ON THE 220-MHz HAM BAND _ISSUE.... 


Kowalski said that although, "...1 have 
input into that process, that is not one of my 
work items or anything that I am responsible 
for." Business band interests want the FCC to 
investigate the possibility of relocating Ama- 
teur spectrum to the Land Mobile Service. 
The status of the 220-MHz ham band is due to 
be resolved within the next six months. 


HAM_ POWER LEVELS BEFORE HIGH CO 


Glenn Baxter, KIMAN, Belgrade Lakes, 
Maine, may not get his amateur power level 


What they don't understand is— 
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ease heard by the Supreme Court. Baxter 
feels that the FCC wrongly went to output 
PEP transmitter power levels rather than re- 
tain the input power to the final amplifier as 
the amateur power level standard. He argues 
that AM power levels were greatly reduced 
when PEP power levels were specified and 
has appealled the issue all the way up to the 
Supreme Court. 


Baxter recently requested that’ the 
Court dispense with expensive procedural doc- 
uments necessary for pressing a case before 
the Supreme Court. The Court denied that 
motion meaning that he must conform with all 
of its policies. 


"] understand," Kowalski said, "that 
there was a written discussion by two Jus- 
tices issued with the denial desenting - not on 
the grounds that he ought to be allowed to 
proceed without conforming to all of the 
Court's procedures - but rather that they felt 
it was a pointless discussion because they 
knew full well that the Court was not going 
to grant a petition to have his case heard." 


ON_PROPOSED CONSUMER RADIO_ 


"There have been dozens of expressions 
of Congressional interest in the GMRS pro- 
ceeding. Most, or all, have been prompted by 
a negative response from constituents who 


don't want the Commission to proceed any 


further." 


A Notice of Inquiry was issued by the 


FCC seeking information on the best use of 
spectrum now utilized by the General Mobile 
Radio Service, the eight paired personal radio 
ehannels in the 462-MHz band. "There is a 
real outcry against changing the GMRS Ser- 
vice to an unlicensed Consumer Radio Ser- 
vice," Kowalski noted. "Some people are for 
it, most are overwhelmingly against it. We are 
now in the Reply Comment period. When this 
is over, we will analyze the comments and 
make a decision ...probably in the fall." 


ON PACKET RADIO RECONSIDERATION.... 


The FCC recently changed the Amateur 
Rules to permit automatic control of packet 
(digital) communications above 50 MHz, but 
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prohibited packet stations from retransmitting 
unattended traffic for non-amateurs. Many 
Petitions for Reconsideration were filed by 
amateurs and interim rules permitting third 
party packet radio traffic operation were in- 
stalled while the FCC considered these peti- 
tions. I asked Kowalski when would the FCC 
be making a final ruling on these Petitions for 
Reconsideration. 


"That one is right on the border," I was 
told. "You might see something on that before 
the August (FCC Commissioner) recess - but 
I'm not sure. What typically happens, is as 
August draws near, the various Bureaus rush 
to get things out that can't wait. Often 
things get backed up. The ruling may not 
come out in time, otherwise you'll see some- 
thing on it in September." 


WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT NEXT? 


When I asked Ray what would be the 
next FCC ruling affecting the Amateur Radio 
Service, he said, "The VEC question pool mat- 
ter should be next. ...Credit for written exam- 
inations will not be tied to that issue." 


"The major matter that we are working 


on right now is the matter of the Novice 
license and its privileges. That will occupy a 
lot of our thoughts between now and the end 
of the year. One commenter suggested that 
we simplify all amateur license classes by just 
having a Novice Licence, Apprentice License 
and Master Operator. People are thinking 
about the various license classes and what the 
privileges ought to be. I would say that 
everything is fair game as we try to explore 
ways to make the Amateur Radio Service 
attractive and continuously so. 

[Edited from early June taped conversation. ] 
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@ When the FCC allowed individual ama- 
teur radio operators to establish their own 
repeater stations under their own gall sign 
some six years ago they directed that "WR" 
prefixed repeater call signs not be renewed. 
References to "WR" prefixed call signs has 
remained in the §Part 97 rules since 1978, 
however. The-FCC released an Order on June 
2nd deleting all §Part 97 references to "WR" 
repeater stations since these licenses have 
now all expired. 


APRIL VE PROGRAM STATISTICS.... 


April 1985 1986 
No. VEC's: *6§4 *76 
No Testing Sessions: 261 337 
No. Elements Administered: 6,202 6,618 
1986 ARRL - 62.3% 
W5YI - 12.5% 
CAVEC - 5.9% 
DeVRY - 3.7% 
All Others - 15.6% 
Year-to-Date Elements Adm:21,098 22,119 
No. Applicants Tested: 3,620 4,470 
1986 ARRL - 61.6% 
WOYI - 10.5% 
CAVEC - 6.0% 
DeVry - 4.7% 
All Others - 17.2% 
Year-to-Date Appl. Tested:13,514 SRL 
Pass/Upgrade Rate, All: 59.3% 98.2% 
Pass/Upgrade Rate, W5YI: 58.7% 54.7% 
Applicants per Session: 13.9 13.3 
Appl. per Session/W5YI: 11.6 10.0 
No. Elements Per Appl.: tty 1.9 
No. Sessions Per VEC: 4.1 4.4 
Administrative Errors by VE's/VEC's 
Defective Applications: 3.9% 0.4% 
Late Filed Sessions: 27.6% 0.3% 
Defective Reports: 16.6% 3.3% 


* = The FCC considers ARRL, WS5YI, DeVry 
and Metroplex to be 13 VEC's each since 
VEC's are appointed on a regional basis. 
The 13 regions are: 1 through 9 plus Paci- 
fic, Alaska and Carribean Insular areas. 
[Souree: FCC, Washington, D.C. 20554] 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS... 


assigned as of the first of June 1986. 


Radio Gp."Al. Gp-"B"2Gp."Ch 2Gp. "De 
District Extra Advan. Tece/Gen Novice 


NS@P KEQFN NGHCU KAGQWVY 
NFIA KBLYN NIEDR KAILONC 
NR2Q KD2TI N2GIC KB2ASR 
NB3C KC3XC N3EYK KA3PNU 

AA4TD KJ4UK N40OBW KB4TFM 
WKST KFSMRNSJGE KA5ZVO 
WT6P KI6FT N6QFO KB6EMVW 
NU7N KE7QP N7IFQ KATYXS 
NR8T KE8FK N8HLM KA8ZPP 
NK9Q KD9XF N9FVJ KAIVKQ 
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Radio Gp."A"™ Gp."B™ Go."C" Gperie 
District Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 
N.Mariana AH@E AHGAC KHGAI WHGIAAG 
Guam AH2W AH2BI KH2CB WH2AJD 


Johnston Is AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 


Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii (*) AH6HA NH6GC WH6BIT 
Kure Is, KH7AA 


Amer.Samoa AH8B AH8AC KH8AD WH8AAW 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9IAB WH9AAE 
Alaska (*) AL7HX NL7ID WL7BKH 
Virgin Is. KP20 KP2AZ NP2BT WP2AET 
Puerto RicoWP4Q KP4KH NP4VH WP4FNS 
(* = All Group "A" eall signs have been 
assigned in Hawaii and Alaska. Group "B" 
ealls now being issued to Extra Class.) 
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C MONITORING STATION TO _BE SOLD! 


Here's a switch for you! The FCC's 
Fort Lauderdale (Florida) monitoring facility 
is having TVI problems of their own. They are 
selling out and moving to a better location. 


The site is no longer suitable for the 
FCC's purpose due to increasing development 
in the area resulting in unacceptable levels of 
RF interference to their sensitive monitoring 
equipment. 


The Government Services Administration 
(GSA/Atlanta) is holding a public auction on 
July 22 to sell the FCC's 77 acre Ft. Lauder- 
dale facility. They expect to get some $10 
million for the land — half of which the FCC 
gets to keep. It will be used to relocate and - 
buy new facilities in a quieter RF environ- ° 
ment. 


Under the terms of the sale, the FCC 
will lease back the land for $42,000 a month 
from October 1986, to September 30, 1987, 
after which time it will be available for use 
by the purchaser. 
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ANCHORAGE A.R.C. FIRST V.E.C., TESTER 


We got a note from the FCC's (Gettys- 
burg, PA) licensing facility. Larry Weikert, 
Chief of the General Radio Branch advises 
that the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
was not the first VEC to administer volunteer 
examinations above the Novice level as I had 
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tions, answers and discussion why answer is right! 


applicants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 


previously written. 


Larry says the 
Radio Club (Alaska) was the first VEC and 
the first to give examinations under the new 
Amateur Radio Operator self-testing program. 
Anchorage administered their examinations on 
April 17, 1984. Dayton's was given on April 
28 and 29. 


The new VEC program was authorized 
effective December 1, 1983. Anchorage re- 
quested VEC appointment on December 6th 
for the State of Alaska, FCC Region 11. Wei- 
kert is the FCC (Gettysburg) contact that all 
VEC's work with. 
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B_ OPERATORS GUILTY 


OF CONTEMPT... 


FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


Two Philadelphia CB operators have 
been found guilty of contempt in federal U.S. 
court. Henry O. Jackson and Joseph Roberson 
had previously been issued illegal radio opera- 
tion cease and desist orders. 


On May 6th; Jackson was found guilty 
of violating the court order by operating: his 
CB radio in excess of four watts and by fail- 
ing to permit inspection of his radio equip- 
ment by FCC engineers. Three weeks later 
Roberson was found guilty under exactly the 
same circumstances. 


_A fine of $1,000 was levied on each 
defendant which shall be paid in full in the 
FCC finds evidence of any future violation. In 
addition, each defendant shall be required to 
pay a fine of $1,000 per day of violation for 
each future violation of the court's order. | 
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PRIVACY BILL PASSES FULL_COMMITTEE.... 


By a 34 to nothing unanimous vote, the 


Electronic Communications Privacy Act has 
been approved by the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. A section (called the AT&T clause) 


>! 1 has been eliminated from the bill, however. A 
‘eS new House bill number was also assigned to 
2 i the new draft. H.R.3378 is now H.R.4952. 
== 
aes The AT&T clause had held that listen- 
“qm | ers were criminally liable if they viewed (you 
re ean 'see' cellular call interference on a TV 
zn set) or heard any encrypted Privacy Act pro- 
PORT 
#10101 
Ss 75207 
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Anchorage Amateur: 
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tected transmission ...even if not descrambled. 
Under the new draft, you will only be subject 
to the Act if you try to desecramble the con- 
tents. 


Although amateur radio is specifically 
exempted from the Act, the legislation still 
makes it a crime to monitor certain portions 
of the radio spectrum. It has strong support 
of certain segments of industry .. particularly 
those firms associated with the cellular tele- 
phone business, 


The Judiciary Committee will now shep- 
herd the bill to the full House of Representa- 
tives for a vote where passage is expected. 
Congress has the perception that so much 
work has been done on the bill in Committee 
that most of the problems have now been 
worked out and everyone can live with its 
provisions. Once the House approves H.R.4952, 
conference arrangements will be made with 
the Senate to work up a mutually acceptable 
electronic privacy law. 


Amateur operators owning a Scanner or 
shortwave receiver could be exposed to com- 
miting a felony (and a prison sentence) by 
tuning across small groups of forbidden chan- 
nels seattered all across the radio spectrum. 


While the bill is very controversial, 
most of the news media is. downplaying any 
opposition to the bill whatsoever. The FCC is 
on record as being opposed to the bill. 


Although we hear that certain listening 
provisions will not be enforeed, the fact 
remains that the bill contains the potential 
for some very serious abuse on the part of 
companies who might want to get some con- 
victions in order to set legal precedents and 
give the appearance that the airwaves are 
indeed secure. 


While the bill purports to protect elec- 
tronic privacy, it does not and may even be 
detrimental to privacy since it reduces incen- 
tives that presently exist for truly protective 
measures ...such as encryption. 


related 
the 


In a separate, but somewhat 
matter, the House approved H.R.4817, 


Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 on 
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June 3rd. The bill now moves on to the Sen- 
ate. This bill makes it a felony for anyone to 
cause more than $1,000 in damages by mali- 
ciously invading private computers in another 
state or those of any bank, securities com- 
pany or federal computer located anywhere. 


oa eae 


CWA SURVEY ON NOVICE ENHANCEMENT 


QCWA President Leland Smith, WSKL, 
sent us the results of a Spring-1986 survey 
that the Quarter Century Wireless Associa- 
tion, Ine. conducted on Novice Enhancement. 
A questionaire was sent to all QOWA mem- 
bers - 2,172 were returned. The following is 
an analysis of QCWA membership opinion on 


Enhancing the Novice Class: 


[1.] I fully support the ARRL plan 
for Novice Enhancement.......ececeoeel 4% 
[2.] I support in principle the ARRL 
plan for Novice Enhancement........21.5% 
[2A.]...but offer the following 
COMMENTS... .c.ccccecee dedaisiesusacvecseseesone Usain 
I support Novice Enhancement but 
believe Novices should be limited to: 
[A] a shorter term license........32.2% 
[B] non-renewable license........32.2% 
I support Novice Enhancement but 
do not believe Novices should be 
given any phone privileges in the HF 
DANGSivccsdascacecsds Es cheebcescdstiecsceadvesned Sau 
I am opposed to any change in the 
present Novice Program.....cccccccceeel 8.7% 


[3.] 


[4.] 


[5.] 


The percentages equal more than 100% 
since some members marked multiple alterna- 


tives. The bottom line to the survey is, how- 
ever, that over 80% of all QCWA members do 
indeed support enhancing beginning Amateur 
Radio Operator privileges in some form. 
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McDONALD'S RESTAURANT CLEAN (OF RFI) 


A complaint from an amateur radio ope- 
rator launched "Operation-Big Mac" in four 
Seattle area McDonald's restaurants. The 
complaint was that radio transmitters used by 
the McDonald's staff to communicate with 
drive-through customers was causing interfer- 
ence to the six meter amateur frequency of 
52.935 MHz. 


An FCC engineer found that only three 
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of the four restaurants reported actually used 
radio transmitters. The low level transmissions 
were properly licensed on 35.02 MHz and 
154.6 MHz. The 35 MHz transmitter was con- 
tinuously active and sent a tone to alert the 
staff when someone wanted to place an order. 
The staff then responded on 154.6 MHz. The 
FCC found no spurious emissions, nor any 
MeDonalds'signal in the six meter ham band. 


The Notice of Proposed Rule Making on 


"Amendment ...to Permit Emission F8E on 
Frequency Band 0.35 Meters (1240 MHz) and 
Above" has been received. 


On October 25, 1985, the Southern Cal- 
ifornia Repeater and Remote Base Association 
(SCRRBA) filed a petition (assigned RM-5208) 
to permit frequency modulated complex emis- 
sion F8E on amateur frequencies above 928 
MHz. Emission F8E is a radio signal in which 
the carrier is frequency modulated by two or 


more analogue voice channels. No comments 
were received in response to the petition. 


In support of its petition, SCRRBA re- 
fers to a recent proceeding which authorized 
F8E for the 902-928 MHz amateur band. In 
that proceeding, the FCC said that the auth- 
orization of F8E emission would "serve the 
dual purpose of permitting amateur operators 
to experiment with a new transmission mode 
and to utilize the spectrum efficiently when 
several different channels of information must 
be transmitted simultaneously from one loca- 
tion to another." 


SCRRBA believes that there are identi- 
cal reasons for the use of F8E emission on 
frequencies above 928 MHz and "forsees no 
adverse effect upon existing amateur commun- 
ications by authorizing the use of this com- 
plex modulation emission mode since stations 
using this type of emission operate in a direct 
point-to-point (fixed relay) format, utilizing 
highly directive antennas and relatively low 
radiated power." SCRRBA also pointed out 
that F8E emission is adaptable to a spectrum 
sharing scheme by other stations at or near 
the transmitting frequency. 


The FCC said that "spectrum efficiency 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


license preparation materials. 


a> 
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cate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredi- 


My age is at least 18 years old. 


ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 
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and experimentation with new emission modes 
are worthwhile goals for the Amateur Radio 
Service". Since there are no amateur bands 
between 928 MHz and 1240 MHz, the FCC 
issued the NPRM permitting the use of F8E 
for frequencies above 1240 MHz (0.35 meters). 
Comments close on or before August 15, 1986, 
replys a month later. 

[NPRM released: 5/27/86, Docket 86-207] 


oapeape 


EALING WITH CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT 


While authorities still have not deter- 
mined the identity of "Captain Midnight", 
there is no shortage of leads. The FCC and 
the FBI have uncovered quite a bit of infor- 
mation about the equipment that overrode 
HBO's eastern satellite feed on April 27th 
protesting satellite scrambling. 


A high-level meeting between top pay- 
TV programmers and the FBI took place last 
month to set up procedures in the event the 
jammer returns. FCC engineers have now 
greatly reduced the number of uplinks from 
which the signal could have emanated. 


A man claiming to be Captain Midnight 
says he will be launching a "fifth network" of 
satellite programming which he will deliver 
through Satellite piracy. The network suppos- 
edly will start operation this month as BPI- 
TV, "Better Programming Interception." He 
said that he overrode the HBO signal from an 
offshore site with a 30 foot dish and 150 
watts of power. HBO doesn't believe he is 


.Captain Midnight and said that many other 


individuals have made that claim as well. 


Certain defenses against satellite 
jamming have now been put into effect. These 
include the use of certain processing tech- 
niques and formats that will prevent unautho- 
rized signals from reaching consumers, immed- 
iate transponder shutdown or immediate power 
increase to the transponder thereby jamming 
the jammer's signal. Satellite programmers 
believe that if Captain Midnight can't reach 
the consumer, then he will go away. 


signal 


We understand satellite transponders 
are in development that receive signals only 
from a certain location or with specified 
imbedded codes, and those with the capability 
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to identify the site of signal interruptions. 
Another approach being considered is to enlist 
the aid of the U.S. Armed Forces to assist in 
policing satellite piracy since military satel- : 
lites have the capability to spot uplinked 
transmissions. 


The cable industry is considering the 
use of an "eyeball in the sky" using sophisti- 
cated computer triangulation analysis to nar- 
row down a pirate uplink site. Of particular 
concern is the possibility of jamming a major 
pay-per-view event with a deluge of tele- 
phone calls from angry consumers knocking 
out the U.S. telephone network! 


B+ ape 


ePresident Reagan made it official last 
week by renominating FCC Chairman Mark 
Fowler to another term. Reagan also signed 
legislation cutting the seven year FCC com- 
missioner term. Instead of seven Commission- 
ers and seven years, it is five and five. 
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Y-EIGHT NEW 6TH GRADE NOVICES! 


About a year ago, 37 year old George 
Gruenther, a_ sixth grade _ social studies 
teacher at the James Madison Middle School 
in Burlington, Iowa, was studying Newfound- 
land in his class. He came across the name, 


Mareoni. At that time he knew nothing about 
amateur radio ...but Marconi's exploits inter- 
ested him. 


It wasn't long before he heard about 
the Iowa Illinois Amateur Radio Club. George 
Smyth, K@KOP (and a W5YI VE) helped 
Gruenther get started. A few short months 
later he became a Novice, ...KAGVPM. 


George asked his class of twenty social 
studies students if they would like to learn 
about radio and the Morse code - and possibly 
even get their Novice license. They were all 
very enthused. It wasn't long before they too 
were learning the code with the help of the 
Iowa Illinois Amateur Radio Club ...particu- 
larly John Lenahan, K@RW and Larry Newby, 
WB@BHF (also W5YI volunteer examiners.) 


Gruenther had five other classes and 
they too wanted to participate in the project. 
The Novice classes at James Madison Middle 
School swelled to 143 students! George 


arranged for the students to do most of their 
social studies as homework so he could con- 
centrate on amateur radio during class time. 
He had the-full support of the principal, John 
Smull. 


Members of the ham elub came to the 
school and talked to the kids. The students 
had built a crystal radio in a previous class. 
They were told that with amateur radio they 
not only would be able to hear foreign coun- 
tries but talk back to them as well. It fueled 
the students interest! Club members put out 
the word on various nets that oscillators and 
code keys were needed and did they ever 
start coming in! 
from as far away as South Dakota. 


The kids worked with a code system 
ealled "Code Quick" which relates code sound 
to spoken words. ("K" is kangaroo, "M", 
Mama, and so on.) They even remembered the 
code after Spring break. One amateur donated 
a Heathkit HW-101 to the school. John Lena- 
han had a code keyboard and that made a big 
difference. The kids would get on the key- 
board and send messages to each other. The 
students were allowed to check the oscillators 
out at night. There were no oscillators left 
over any day. There was always a waiting list 
for the eighteen oscillators. 


When John Lenahan announced he was 
going to the Dayton HamVention, he was 
asked to do some shopping for ham equipment. 
The way they got the money to pay for the 
gear was to sell over thousand jars of honey. 
A lady had come to the school and put a jar 
of honey on the principal's desk smetime earl- 
ier. It proved to be the fund raising vehicle 
to more amateur radio equipment. 


The kids really got excited!. Their 
grades, self-confidence and self-esteem in- 
creased. They worked harder and harder. They 
knew very few people have ham tickets. Their 
parents didn't have them, their teachers did- 
n't have them - and they wanted them. It was: 
something very special. They gave it every- 
thing they had. 


The difference was the Iowa Illinois 
Amateur Radio Club. They volunteered all 
sorts of books, equipment, gadgets ...support. 


WSYI REPORT..... 


Some of the oscillators eame 


HOMEWORK: 
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They would get on the two meter band and 
scrounge up more oscillators and keys for the 
kids, 


Once John got back from Dayton with 
the equipment, a complete station was 
installed - the antenna one weekend, the 
equipment another. Even the school mainten- 
ance man got interested! 


On May 15th, three months after begin- 
ning the Novice Classes, the kids were ready. 
John Lenahan, Larry Newby and Willie Ander- 
son administered the W5YI provided Novice 
Code tests in three groups. (The test was the 
Gordon West/WB5NOA Novice code test tape.) 
Each group got a different test. 


Sixty-one kids passed the code test the 
first go round. On the 29th of May more code 
tests were given in the school cafeteria and 
then the W5YI Novice written tests were 
administered. All together, seventy-eight new 
eleven and twelve year old Novices emerged! 
John K@RW said examining 143 Novices was a 
little breath-taking. He said it took him a 
while to sign all of the applications at his 
dining room table. 


Now the Iowa Illinois Amateur Radio 
Club is addressing the issue of upgrading the 
kids to Technician. The story was even fea- 
tured by the Burlington Hawkeye newspaper. 
A photo of little 12 year old Jennifer making 
her first Morse Code radio contact with a 
chap in Missouri made the front page! 


A great story ...thanks to the efforts of 
a motivated teacher and an amateur radio 
elub! Our bet is that at least one of those 
kids will be an electronic engineer thanks to 
them. Being a VEC, we review a lot of 610's. 
Very few are from youngsters. We need more 
of this sort of thing! 


Does anyone have a low cost 
design for a code oscillator using readily 
available Radio Shack parts? Is there a manu- 
facturer out there that might want to help 
provide code oscillators at a low cost? Any- 
one know a source for low cost code keys? 
We are interested in making these available 
to other youngsters and Boy Scouts. Let us 
know! This idea is worth cloning. 


